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Białowieża Forest

Dear Prof. Szyszko,
from 26.-29. April 2017, 150 scientists met at the 2nd International Conference on Forests in
Neuschönau, Germany, to discuss factors that promote forest biodiversity, and modern forest
management strategies that combine biodiversity conservation and the usage of ecosystems
services provided by forests, including wood production.
A large number of scientific presentations discussed the importance of forest and landscape
structures indispensable for a high diversity of beetles, fungi, birds, and other organisms in
forests. Old trees and dead wood, standing and fallen, are of crucial importance for
biodiversity, and cannot be replaced by other structures such as young trees. Many species
in temperate forests need trees older than 100 years (or even 200 years in the case of oak),
as only such old trees provide features necessary for their survival or reproduction. Dying
and dead trees are required by more than one third of all forest species. Natural
disturbances, such as insect outbreaks, are an inherent part in forest ecosystems worldwide
that create valuable habitat for many species, and are therefore natural processes. These
natural processes need time and area to occur.
Modern forest management strategies now rely on a combination of protected forest areas
and forests with integrative management. Protected forest areas are an indispensable part of
a strategy to preserve biodiversity, because only in protected areas can large-scale natural
processes be allowed. The protected areas need to be large enough so that processes such
as windthrows and insect outbreaks can be tolerated. There is a scientific consensus that, in
Poland, the Białowieża Forest is the most important forest for biodiversity preservation. In
order to maintain the high value for biodiversity conservation, it is necessary that natural
processes are allowed in the entire area of Białowieża Forest, using an adequate protection
status, preferably a National Park. The current management strategy of using a large part of
Białowieża Forest for wood extraction is, in our view, very detrimental to the unique
biodiversity of the forest.

An important recent insight discussed in the conference is that salvage logging, i.e. removal
of trees and dead wood after a natural disturbance, is detrimental for biodiversity. There are
now many studies worldwide that unequivocally show that biodiversity does not benefit from
salvage logging (Lindenmayer et al. 2017, Thorn et al. 2017). These insights apply especially
to Białowieża Forest, where the removal of spruce attacked by bark beetles endangers this
old-growth forest.
Dear Prof. Szyszko, as you are in the position to influence the fate of Białowieża Forest, we,
the entomologists, mycologists, botanists, ornithologists and other ecologists and foresters
gathered at the 2nd International Conference on Forests would like to appeal to you as our
colleague, to implement the scientific evidence available for preserving the unique status of
Białowieża Forest.
Yours sincerely,
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