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Biatowieza Forest

Dear Prof. Szyszko,

from 26.-29. April 2017, 150 scientists met at the 2nd International Conference on Forests in

Neuschoénau, Germany, to discuss factors that promote forest biodiversity, and modern forest
management strategies that combine biodiversity conservation and the usage of ecosystems
services provided by forests, including wood production.

A large number of scientific presentations discussed the importance of forest and landscape
structures indispensable for a high diversity of beetles, fungi, birds, and other organisms in
forests. Old trees and dead wood, standing and fallen, are of crucial importance for
biodiversity, and cannot be replaced by other structures such as young trees. Many species
in temperate forests need trees older than 100 years (or even 200 years in the case of oak),
as only such old trees provide features necessary for their survival or reproduction. Dying
and dead trees are required by more than one third of all forest species. Natural
disturbances, such as insect outbreaks, are an inherent part in forest ecosystems worldwide
that create valuable habitat for many species, and are therefore natural processes. These
natural processes need time and area to occur.

Modern forest management strategies now rely on a combination of protected forest areas
and forests with integrative management. Protected forest areas are an indispensable part of
a strategy to preserve biodiversity, because only in protected areas can large-scale natural
processes be allowed. The protected areas need to be large enough so that processes such
as windthrows and insect outbreaks can be tolerated. There is a scientific consensus that, in
Poland, the Biatowieza Forest is the most important forest for biodiversity preservation. In
order to maintain the high value for biodiversity conservation, it is necessary that natural
processes are allowed in the entire area of Biatowieza Forest, using an adequate protection
status, preferably a National Park. The current management strategy of using a large part of
Biatowieza Forest for wood extraction is, in our view, very detrimental to the unique
biodiversity of the forest.



An important recent insight discussed in the conference is that salvage logging, i.e. removal
of trees and dead wood after a natural disturbance, is detrimental for biodiversity. There are
now many studies worldwide that unequivocally show that biodiversity does not benefit from
salvage logging (Lindenmayer et al. 2017, Thorn et al. 2017). These insights apply especially
to Biatowieza Forest, where the removal of spruce attacked by bark beetles endangers this
old-growth forest.

Dear Prof. Szyszko, as you are in the position to influence the fate of Biatowieza Forest, we,
the entomologists, mycologists, botanists, ornithologists and other ecologists and foresters
gathered at the 2nd International Conference on Forests would like to appeal to you as our
colleague, to implement the scientific evidence available for preserving the unique status of
Biatowieza Forest.

Yours sincerely,

(Signatures on the following pages)
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Simon Thorn, Claus Bassler, Roland Brandl, Philip Burton, Rebecca Cabhall, John L.
Campell, Jorge Castro, Chang-Yoi Choi, Tyler Cobb, Daniel Donato, Ewa Durska, Joseph
Fontaine, Sylvie Gauthier, Christian Hebert, Torsten Hothorn, R Hutto, Eun-Jae Lee,
Alexandro Leverkus, David Lindenmayer, Martin Obrist, Josep Rost, Sebastian Seibold,
Rupert Seidl, Dominik Thom, Kaysandra Waldron, Beat Wermelinger, Maria-Barbara Winter,
Michal Zmihorski, Jorg Miller (2017) Impacts of salvage logging on biodiversity — a
metaanalysis. Journal of Applied Ecology, in press.



Name Institute Field of Expertise /§ignature

%@;‘g 754V TU /{//014;'(4. g(&'/nf\ //@
v .JJ } {
e ’_:{,1 6. -— é(‘r) _)C;ly/ L "}' %ﬂ,{ >
S oone. Vo Thoskl,
SR e 7 (udr nf( Eeolony, S
LB \ 16 A / / . /
Cseniia Tashina PR J25 & Fangahssr s A
;looc @Q’i@;\fo \ 1\\,\0 Hgsoaagw lgqo\\\h\’\g}, ECo\o%y / bY\erOWO‘D%\) ﬁ@% ,%J‘[ﬁdxo
Tl Meyer - ecla foonelishy /10 [ No~t
\J&léjiw (oeos (bl %ﬁ&ggﬁ&;"ﬁ}t WITUE  conseR varTiod :
ja:,hén Lf“?"z‘@v" /WV&yenyJer Uulcé ﬁ(’«x\fe’/ /ﬁ’%:fm
ATC omoms A UMVENSTY OF TSN EM UMY
&At i ZiNGER Cﬁ/.,{%»[& - I&’Q ('{JL o leCT ECololy -
T“&u H( (OGVX L\’:AAFP‘E UW. v, QCJCJ[U&G:},- ( ///ﬁ;
Tomas Vitka, VUKOE; 2 Torest Cc«{)s%
(7 A N N
RM( &ja'wn())r Ao L l(ﬁg %{r[uﬁ AM Cwﬁo% /Lu.\fwm
N
Rebhve Qg Wik vy by i Leaony [ \rma/ vmu el ?,
F ) * B

Avirie Hedesoth | Uuuih, Madburq  [&rology (Hydosy
L;ﬂ{iﬁq Sefe \\R"R@I\N A2 Sudiver s
Veodta Sramuclc 2025 TS 35D | Gusombin bl
Chvistoph Heol [Basgsinn ’“%&"“?* Evoludionasy Bk,

- ~ i W < ~
T (Z[JLr ]GE nsean "\:ngf (;c‘ﬁ 5. | Ecalogy -

[ luthica ookt B | oo
Ve lerine fapifed Yo" | £ wa%%{
oesanng L fr | LA /ég,my Tl 0togy | Saz
%{éﬂﬁﬁi 4.‘{:! UVIWWI% &fﬂ%gﬁfu H)‘rﬁj"f b,bd,\!uwf W/Wt

WA %i/@ Uity g &%«/ Fowesl 5’@%&@@/@!/
Zike) pEEEN | Miovi e buutys | Eoplory -

& leng Balondinin | TUABW el £calos y |4 fue
Qe!la’\ Ao ulos | MTA S forest ecd, 49
Stelave Caldnar WP Smacandy|. oot o eﬁo\u\ ‘
TOMIS PR vy 1) v S raPovca 2, | dead ooy n”f(‘o;?,/;

Aino Hanizlirmen %fiﬂfaiﬁv{ﬁﬂm prest ecoley s /1, jehensloy

JEN e pukor vvoi Jemo | fryeslogy

\ e W haae | LI\/U#ZZZ{) iWof Anshg OF /7%0""@0 v

SN



Name Institute Field of Expertise - Signature

- TR Newto - [ belowioma [
oo Foor g | TO Deesllen,  |Magfer feebowimel] [7 AT )

/:54«4 r‘jf’ﬁ’)c e V«dﬂ, sl ge?y/ QM/&‘QJ éﬁ@/‘f 660(_2/;_‘,
[ eSomand [N0-FUA Greuser [Tosn SN0 * M-

Aclo olimus | Mdoendy of Tadu | Conernsobiad bow M@R <~

fiy vniyBs Mt |
MOJ LOH CaDA omﬁ: chsflecas PRYGUC 0;&5( c,cw)b\ k A
A ¢ 3\

Dw.k /z,w, @om.w’;e} muu#m

e ih o« el UNWSDEITY oF UFE
LUTE UTUOVR | e e e ] FoRT scoLocy

: ‘ Tedos el Heieord| . Foist Lol
k,(,. N Gollikans Smfg\mu Lalc ; K
umw:vjv-y\c-m ;At_f-nda"““& 0& LWZ&

FLOpA TINYA erL,c S el sal e, |y, TOREST BColeG ¥

~OVY ke Sypena. C, Z U FM%écaéq yal
‘D{W@Yl“r(ow fEC THBD ChPROKy ¢ BEETLES o ';{_‘ L pndot———
E ch\.-.qd TC et C(‘-u: ivelﬁeu-? . & gboé'ntt/ /‘ié(é 'f:.e.eC‘é_-,f},

%07 J}u‘@gmﬂfk Ui, #/ﬁ;m;o#a_vﬁ F}’é‘%{' f&—oéo?@

K VMEMY(\%\%._ INBC Tk Eeslog”
5w§tnﬁe Lobel | Sweelst jpﬁ@ éj;k J‘\f{oﬁi“-{k t(of\\‘ :
i oot (PRt ok dgt ol Sy T oI

T_
)
1
)
[\ 1\
Y| A
§ 'R R
R ; b1
| 1
4

Tevc KovAd MTA Guhe For Ewlopicd Qetcord) Touscr Sy b ok
; i 14 Geafoe, Ccclocicnd
PE TERQ <boR i ‘*'S?mc gec FOREST E¢cioll Qe

/’%MQ G‘:LW& .ﬂ/c /do/&ou"\ FOICGVZ 60042%; MG—‘/(L
TS e~ Upiy, of Gporhen| ot Risdog [ e ——
:(o",”}’zu{&r Umv. Wm@bm Gonsersafian M%/ A aa P




Signature

Name Institute Field of Expertise
PAVEL \[\sﬁgx Plaoby Cepyrpe CAS| €ColoGrar Q‘//\;
< Wc»efr" C,'{//)Eék, HI0LG) (N 126 (40 | sl pog) 07 7
Nocbe Seukeor [Uui Fretbirs [ | BaT beclosin? | | oM
;Km.é‘\u Wpiig i ot Bt hﬂ*m'ﬁjﬁi_ Fors=yren M
\ Ukl VEAMZET 12 ) s o
ot cEpod | T Ll | PR e
‘ ey N ATy ¥ ¥
FRRULTRAS | SEREDBTIoNNG, | Toe S |, Al
o A PNAL 7
MATf-‘ /Z/M?K ﬁ'iﬁxﬁc{vﬁ ‘o twnce”  ROREST & /% /4/:1 [ L—»
,/-//«"‘-é o/m,g ILf @ L/ " {,:ow(: S EC(J(O ) 13 i /Z/ /'m"//{’"
T ol Shocatinnds ‘;:{;:W K %uuéa\ L5y, | ST o
N@d{(]( %f‘mOrG w?\\ \CO. \thmuiﬁ ‘U\Lf \ qoloatssT j}@{;ww&
4= T
JClolfgeg doretd Seuckw@fﬁ/ Bdowologrel— [\ W Bs
Hoi0n E)f&qﬂ \ﬁ%«icﬁ\ﬁnve» 0 | owgowdive EiOO@TF'\W b(m\&nm@,@@

4






